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' Memorandum DcLoach to Mr. Moly^^ 2-25-64, reportcdi/ V. , . ^ 

Information from Dicl^erlln and Kingsbui;y^Sniith, General Manager and f 

Editor, rpspcctlvoly , Hcarst Publications, that unnamed ilearst reportc;r,'l'> T 
described by Berlin as very reliable, had been advised by Melvin/Eelli%^ f 
attorney for Jack Ruby, that Oswald was an FBI Informant; that' Belli: {N^| | 
knew from reliable sources that Ruby had been an Informant for 8 v/eek^N 
and Oswald an informant for 13 weeks. Smith stated this Eer.rst rex>orterv | 

had a tape recording of Belli making these allegations. It' I 

recommended consideration be given to* immediately interviewing Belli 
•and the Director noted: "Yes, Make him either put up or shut .up,*V7^^» - ^ I 

^.At 9:20 p.m., 2-28-64, SAC Gordon SharJilin, Dallas, f' 

.phonlcally advised Night Supervisor A, J, Decker as follows. SAC ^ ‘t 
Shank 1 in. and SA Vincent E, Drain Interviewed Belli the evening of ^ S 
2-28-64 v'in a hotel room secu;rod for that purpose. , Belli Insisted W jlj;’/' 

that his *,fellow lawyer, Jo^'T.'onahill, be present. Belli was advised ,Vl 

that we had received information from a reliable source that he had^ vj I 
stated Lqo- H arvey Oswald was a security-typo informant of the FBI v ' p 
a period of, 13 v/eeks. Ho was informed that there was absolutelj* neg 
truth ^ip .this and that v/o desired to secure from him any and all ;?; ^ 4 J 

information' which he had in this regard, i . , : / ■ : E i t i 

■ Belli stated that around the firsVOf the year he had seen vl- ^ | 

an article in the /"Houston Post” by Lonni^liudkins, which article was f 

a rumor to the effe'ct”that Oswald might have been an informant of the | 

FBI or CIA, and subsequent to that article Bolli subpoenaed Jludkino to | 

appear as a witness at the change of venue hearing before Judge Joe 

Brown, Sometime during that pei'iod he heard another rumor around the" f i 
courthouse to the effect that Oswald might have been an informant Pf the 
FBI, Belli related that he questioned Iludkins during the change 



venue hearing ns he Iblt that the prosecution might try to use him at' a 
later date. Judge Bi'own in the change of venue hearing refused to 
Ipermit Iludkins to answer his^questlon' after ob.jections of the prosectiticn," 

. •.■W: --■3087 

V -> Belli, stated that he thought atr.'^at time and , still doeSt think v? 
that...'|hose rumors orlglnate<J\;wlth iV/illi^yrAlexander, Assistant Dist ri ct ^ 
Attord^yi' who had tried to_j>lant other ^mors on h^m and tbat'it was^Z^ 
^lli^^p feeli.ig that Alexander thought Belli might fall for thiB^^tTSLp»^^(;3 
pd-.PtT;ted he placed, no credence whatsoever in the ruaicr that Oswald'was 
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that sjich information bad any place in the Jack Ruby trial. He. pointed / 
out' ibit if be brought this up in the. trial he would certainly have to '; J ! 
prove ILt and ho would never think of doing so without seeing if it were ‘ t 
true from the FBI. 

Belli stated that he had talked to numerous reporters and 
news media during the past several weeks and he could not recall v/ith 
whom ho had. talked. However, he did recall, to the best of his memory., : f‘ 

that approximately 3 weeks ago someone asked ^him if he had heard the r 

rumor .that Oswald had been an informant of the FBI and he believed that 
the person asking this question was a reporter. To the best of his gi 

memory Belli stated he told this person that he had heard this rumor ' . : 

around the courthouse. Ho does not recall exactly what he said b ut '1 

is certain he never said anything to the effect that Oswald had been 
an informant for 13 weeks or that he had been a security informant,. 

Belli was again emphatically advised that Lee Harvey Oswald has never 
,J>een an Informant ^f the FBI, He. ^again .reiterated that he does npt 
fithink 6 ol; 9 .nd never would place any credence in this rumor. ’ 
f' I’' y ^ V.. 

!: ; Belli v/a,s also advised-^that we received information that he 

had also stated that Jack LconyRuby had been an informant of the FBI 
for a period of 8 weeks, Botn he and Tonabill stated that they bad at ’^-*..i 
no time ever heard anyone state that Ruby was an ihforiiUint or infer V;'v- 
that he \^as an Infoi'iaant, Belli insistedythat he be permitted to call):'.. JJ 
his other co-counsel to the room, Phillip/feurleson, and ask him if he 
hdd ever |ieard this rumor. Burleson upon being asked the same question. -- ? 
ai| to whether or not he had ever heard of Ruby being an informant or 
l^iimor to that effect, advised that he had never heard a rumor^ fropa^^^ 
lanyone to that, effect, , , ^ 

' Belli, Tonahill and Burleson &11. stated that faey had never told * 

anyone or inferi'ed to anyone that Ruby was an informant of the FBI, Belli 
stated that he believed ho and his co-counsels would have knov/n if Ruby :'-/).; 
had been an informant of the FBI since they had questioned him in clotail 
about his entire life -and he is certain Ruby would have told him if he 
had been an informant, jlo stated Ruby had never mentioned in any, luanne^i*:. 
whatsoever cooperating with’ the FBI, 

\ Upon conclusion Belli, stated that . he was getting, .’’damped tired’’ | 

Iqf Assistant District Attorney V/i Hi am Alexander planting rumors which 
lAlexandor thought Belli might fall for and it' was his opinion that 
\Aliixander was probably the source concerning the rumor that Oswald was 
>an informant of the FBI.' Belli then specifically asked SAC Shanklin if ; 

I Ruby hBd ever been an infoi'mant as this was the. first that he bad ever^):';^ 
1 heard i>f it and he , was. advised that Ruby had never been an informant of 
I the _ R31 • -Belli asked no further questions," •' - 
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• ‘ (1) Although William Alexander has. categorically denied 

lielng the source “of rumors that Oswald was an FBI informant, our 
inquiries strongly point to Alexander as the source. of those scurrilous 
rumors and Alexander may be the source of the alleged rumors concerning r, ’:;; 
Ruby. In view of our experience with Alexander no worthwhile purpose"^ 
would be served in reint^rviewing him and th^ Director has instructed ^ 
[that no further contacts be had with Alexander. ^ - //': d i ' \ 

(2) vmile Belli also categorically denied making an^ Statements 
a^ alleged by Hearst officials, it is believed that in order tp 

"bpnclusively pin this matter down Mr, DeLoach*s office should/contact -^ 9 t - 
Kingsbury Smith and’ ask that he make the alleged recording of Belli 
statements available for ^our review', : - 

V ^ 

(3) Immediately following our review of this recording, i^^ 
it is made available, v/e will furnish the above details to' the 'r:"?;:.;:;!.;. 





